Urban blitz
Are you an urban planning wiz?

An urban development should meet three requirements known as the triple bottom line:

- provide economic benefits

- be friendly to the environment

- have a positive social impact

Try this survey and see if you can create a great place for people to live.

Choose the best answer from the alternatives provided for each question.

Question 1:
How would you provide housing for a range of income groups in an urban area?
1.   construct high rise apartment blocks
2.   provide a mix of housing types such as detached houses, 
      townhouses/terraces and apartments
3.   build large mansions with a price tag of five million dollars 
4.   offer a range of units with one to three bedrooms 

 
        Question 2:
        How would you attract people from different age groups to live in an urban   

        development? 

  
1.   build the houses next to a toxic waste dump
2.   locate the urban development within close proximity to schools, places of 
      work and medical facilities

3.   build near shopping centres 
       4.   provide community facilities such as swimming pools, parks and  

             playgrounds 
 
Question 3

Urban sprawl in Australian cities has resulted in vehicles travelling 25 per cent further now than they did a decade ago. What could you do to reverse this? 

1.   produce an efficient public transport system
2.   encourage people to stay at home 

3.   develop more local job opportunities 

4.   increase road tolls 

 
  
Question 4

Which of the following would help to limit the amount of air pollution within a new urban area?

 
       1.   advising against emission controls on all vehicles and industry
       2.   making everyone wear sunglasses
       3.   encouraging people to walk to work
       4.   placing residents within close reach of public transport   
       Question 5

How could you reduce pressure on land resources? 

       1.   redevelop run-down factory areas for housing within the urban area 

       2.   increase new land releases 

       3.   encourage people to live in uninhabited desert areas in outback Australia 

       4.   build more low density housing throughout the urban area
       Question 6

How could you create a sense of community through the design of an urban area? 

       1.   limit backyard sizes
       2.   make all the houses look the same 

3. construct the housing around a central open area or park with community 
      facilities
       4.   hold barbecues and other events to encourage people to socialise
  
       Question 7

       How could you reduce pressure on water resources? 

       1.   tap into the groundwater supply
2. install water meters in all houses so that people can monitor how much 
      water they are using
       3.   recycle waste water for use in gardens, industry and on farms 

       4.   encourage people to ignore water restrictions 

   
       Question 8

       How could you reduce pressure on energy resources? 

       1.   only buy electricity from coal-fired power stations 

       2.   install solar hot water in new homes
       3.   leave your microwave, music system and TV on all the time 

4. ensure that all new building follows an energy guide that includes solar hot 
      water, energy-efficient cooling and heating 

 
Urban blitz:  profile matches
Answer to question 1:
Option 1: score is 1

Option 2: score is 3

Option 3: score is 0

Option 4: score is 2
Answer to question 2:
Option 1: score is 0

Option 2: score is 3

Option 3: score is 1

Option 4: score is 2
Answer to question 3:
Option 1: score is 3
Option 2: score is 0

Option 3: score is 2
Option 4: score is 0
Answer to question 4:
Option 1: score is 0

Option 2: score is 0

Option 3: score is 1
Option 4: score is 3
Answer to question 5:
Option 1: score is 3

Option 2: score is 0

Option 3: score is 1

Option 4: score is 0
Answer to question 6:
Option 1: score is 1

Option 2: score is 0

Option 3: score is 3

Option 4: score is 1
Answer to question 7:
Option 1: score is 1

Option 2: score is 2

Option 3: score is 3

Option 4: score is 0
Answer to question 8:
Option 1: score is 0

Option 2: score is 2

Option 3: score is 0

Option 4: score is 3
Profiles
  
Profile 1:  Master Planned
       You have created a master planned urban area. You have considered many of the challenges which face urban planners in relation to the three aspects of the ‘triple bottom line’. That is you have met most if not all of the main economic, environmental and social needs of your new urban community. You know it’s important to create a win-win situation for all. Smart thinking!

Profile 2:  Work In Progress
       You have created an urban area with some positive features. This urban area is probably better planned than most urban areas within Australia today. There’s still work to be done to make your urban area a master planned development. 

Profile 3:  Disaster Zone
       You have generally created an undesirable place for people to live. Is the urban development you have created really one that you would want to live in? 

 
 
